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Southbound Mule, the Oklahoma Bluegrass Supergroup, is taking the Great Plains by storm. Dozens of fans have been flocking to their gigs, in breathless anticipation of their high-energy performances, tight harmonies and instrumental virtuosity. Many people have shown their appreciation by leaving tokens of affection on the stage – fresh-baked pies, breath mints, and bus tickets to the next town.
The group was formed after a Presidential Task Force determined that America really needed a good Bluegrass group to get the country back on the right track. In 2005, after a 3 year nationwide recruiting campaign, it was determined the six gentlemen best suited for the job also happened to live within a few miles of each other. So waves the Hand of Destiny!

Based in the Norman and Blanchard area of central Oklahoma, the six musicians deemed worthy of this honor are:
TJ Wesnidge – mandolin
Doug Stafford – guitar
Darrel Carender – banjo
Bill Millar – dobro
Verlin Stidham – fiddle
Joe Peach – bass
Southbound Mule plays a mix of old favorites and new standards - everything from traditional Bill Monroe (and earlier) to Vince Gill, plus a sprinkling of their own compositions. They are known far and wide for their hard-driving style, high-energy vocals and tight harmonies. 
The three elder statesmen of the group (Bill, Darrel and Joe) began playing the Norman music scene back in the 1970s, when they all had more hair. Of course, when they realized they were married, their wives made them give up life on the road and get real jobs. Twenty-five years later, they figured it was safe to pick up their instruments again and give it another run. They found a young buck with a mandolin, Garth Brooks' chin and an $8 haircut, and a guitar player who could sing the high harmonies if properly motivated - and they were off to the races.
The newest member is Verlin Stidham, ‘The High Lonesome Fiddler.’ We’re not sure of his age, but he remembers General Robert E. Lee used to come over to play checkers.

The group has graced the stages of numerous Bluegrass festivals, barbeque joints, citywide celebrations, Bluegrass clubs and private parties, always with the gracious invitation to “come on back when you get a little better.”
For more information, music samples, and collectible souvenirs, please visit their website at www.southboundmule.com.
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